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OMS CHEER 

O’Banion Middle School 

Application due: March 8, 2024 

Cheerleading Tryouts are April 6, 2024 at Garland High School. 

 

 

Step one: read this packet in its entirety. 

Step two: sign all forms included in this packet! 

 

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES WILL LATE OR INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS 

BE ACCEPTED AFTER March 8th!!  

If you need any additional information, please contact: 

Ms. Hardy in portable 4   Ms. Hatten in room 26 

ahardy@garlandisd.net                     rhatten@garlandisd.net  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOU WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO TRYOUT AGAIN UNLESS ALL PREVIOUS CHEER 

COSTS HAVE BEEN PAID! 

 

 

  

mailto:ahardy@garlandisd.net
mailto:rhatten@garlandisd.net
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Tryout Candidate and Parents, 

 We are excited for the upcoming year and pleased to see you are interested in 

becoming a part of the cheerleading squad at O’Banion Middle School. Cheerleading is 

a big commitment because cheer is a year-round sport. We cheer both semesters at the 

football and basketball games. In addition to cheering at the games, we attend camp in 

July, participate in parades, organize school pep rallies, promote school spirit, and 

welcome guests at O’Banion Middle School. Towards the end of the season, we will 

compete in the GISD Cheer Classic Competition against all the middle schools in 

GISD! 

 You are a student first and a cheerleader second. The rules of O’Banion 

Middle School apply to you the same way they apply to students who aren’t 

cheerleaders. You are expected to follow all school rules and policies. As an O’Banion 

Middle School cheerleader, we expect you to be a role model for the student body. 

Cheerleaders written up for any offense will have consequences as designated in the 

cheerleading Handbook or decided upon by sponsors and principals. We also expect 

cheerleaders to hold themselves to a high academic standard. We expect passing grades 

in all classes so that you may remain eligible to cheer throughout the year. We take 

pride in our program and want the cheerleaders to represent O’Banion Middle School in 

a positive light.   

We hope you will discuss the expectations and obligations of being an O’Banion 

Middle School cheerleader with your son/daughter, and agree that O’Banion Middle 

School Cheerleading is a worthwhile organization. Cheerleading helps students to form 

friendships, enrich communication, and develop group dynamics skills and 

responsibility. It also gives them countless opportunities to foster leadership skills that 

will prove beneficial later in life. With your support, we can work together to make this 

year at O’Banion Middle School a successful and memorable one. We look forward to 

meeting each of you during the coming year. If at any time you have questions, please 

do not hesitate to email one of me. 

Sincerely, 

Coach Hardy     Coach Hatten 

ahardy@garlandisd.net    thatten@garlandisd.net  

 

 

 

  

mailto:ahardy@garlandisd.net
mailto:thatten@garlandisd.net
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Our Expectations  

Before trying out for cheerleading, it's imperative that everyone is well aware of what we 

expect and the standards that we hold our cheerleaders to. The three most important 

requirements that both the candidate and his/her parents need to take into consideration for the 

duration of the ’24-`25 year are good character, financial deadlines, and our districts 
handbook. If for some reason, you feel that you or your son/daughter cannot meet these 

expectations, you should reconsider trying out. 

Displaying Exemplary Character 

It is the belief of our administrators and myself that being a cheerleader is not only an honor; 

it’s a privilege as well. Therefore, should you be chosen to represent O’Banion Middle School, 

it's imperative that you follow all school rules and regulations, as disrespect for authority, 

school personnel, school policy, fellow students, etc. will not be tolerated and may result in 

temporary or permanent dismissal from the squad.  

 

Paying All Financial Obligations 

Upon becoming a cheerleader, it is your responsibility to purchase camp attire that has been 
selected by the sponsor, as well as pay for summer camp tuition. These fees need to be paid in 

full by cash or money order. (Refer to the calendar for specific amounts.) If you need to setup 

a payment plan with the coaches, please don’t hesitate to ask. 

 

Reading and Abiding by the Garland Independent School District’s Middle School 

Cheerleader Handbook 

The Garland Independent School District’s middle school cheerleader Handbook makes you 

aware of your rights, discusses our objectives, our philosophy and purpose, and specifically 

states what’s expected of every cheerleader in its domain. To avoid future conflicts, it is 

YOUR responsibility to become well acquainted with the contents of this document, because 
it will be strictly enforced and anyone who chooses not to abide will be held accountable. In 

addition, cheerleaders must adhere to the Garland Independent School District’s middle school 

cheerleader handbook which can be found at: https://garlandisd.net/programs-services/fine-

arts/cheerleading  

 

 

 

  

https://garlandisd.net/programs-services/fine-arts/cheerleading
https://garlandisd.net/programs-services/fine-arts/cheerleading
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Items You Will Receive Free Of Charge! 

The following items will be loaned out to each cheerleader free of charge. With that 

being said, take care of them! If you damage them in anyway, you will have to pay 

for the damages. You will return each item at the end of the cheer season. Please do 

NOT write or alter any item unless given permission by the coaches. Each item is 

numbered and loaned out to you. Do NOT let anyone borrow or utilize your stuff 

because you will be fully responsible for it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Candidate Signature                                                                                Date 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature                                                                                Date 

 

 

  

Item 

Duffle bag 

Uniform [shell & skirt] 

Sweat pants 

Pom poms  
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Breakdown of Required Costs 

All costs must be paid in full in order to receive your items. Once items are ordered, 

the payment is non-refundable. 

 

Returning 8th grade New 8th grade  7th grade  
$200 $300 $290 
This includes: 
undergarments for the 
uniform, 3 t-shirts, and 
spirit accessories. 

This includes: A blue bow, 
undergarments for the 
uniform, Cheer Shoes, 2 
pairs of shorts [orange and 
black], 3 t-shirts, a custom 
jacket, and spirit 
accessories. 

This includes: A blue bow, 
undergarments for the 
uniform, Cheer Shoes, 2 
pairs of shorts [orange and 
black], 3 t-shirts, a custom 
jacket, and spirit 
accessories. 

 

Date  Returning 8th grade  

Payment amount  
New 8th grade  

Payment amount  

7th grade 

Payment 

amount  

April 12th  $175 $175 $175 

April 26th  $25 $100 $100 

May 10th  $0 $25 $15 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Candidate Signature                                                                                Date 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature                                                                                Date 
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Breakdown of Optional Costs 

These are items in which your cheerleader can CHOOSE to buy. They are not 

required. Depending on what you choose, your final price may different and 

therefore, your monthly payment may be different.  

  

  

 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Candidate Signature                                                                                Date 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature                                                                                Date 

 

 

 

 

  

Payment amount  Item  Purpose  

$45 Duffle bag If you would like to 
purchase your own bag, 
that comes with your 
name. 

$90 Letterman jacket Special lettermen jacket 
that is nice for cold days. 
Will come customized. 

$35 Sweat pants If you would like to 
purchase your own pair 
of sweat pants.  
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Important Mandatory Dates 

March 5th     Mandatory Parent meeting for tryout candidates  

March 8th   Forms due by 4:45pm to Ms. Hardy or Ms. Hatten. 

April 1-4 REQUIRED PRACTICE to learn the tryout material. Times 

are on the calendar. 

April 5th    Mock tryouts in the Big Gym 5:00 until finished. Wear your 

white polo and blue soffee shorts  

April 6th    Cheer tryouts at Garland High School **results will be posted 

within 72 hours on our OMSBISONCHEER instagram 

April 11th  First practice for candidates who made the team. **First 

payment due** 

   **We will have practice in April, May, and July**  

   **We will NOT have any practice in the month of June** 

April/May    Uniform fitting TBD  

July 15-16  Cheer Camp – O’Banion MS from 9:30-12:00 

July 18-20  GISD Cheer camp at Garland HS from 10:00-4:00 

February  GISD Cheer Classic Competition  

 

JULY AND AUGUST CALENDARS WILL BE RELEASED AT THE END OF MAY! 

MARCH   

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

    

 

 1 

 

2 

3 4 

 

5 

Clinic 4:30-5:00 

small gym  

 

Mandatory Parent 

info meeting. 

Cafeteria 

@ 5:00 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

Cheer 

application 

due! 

9 

17 18 19 20 

Clinic 7:30-

8:30 small 

gym 

21 

Clinic 

4:30-5:30 

small gym 

22 23 
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24 25 26 

Clinic 4:30-5:30 

small gym 

27 

 

28 

Clinic 

4:30-5:30 

small gym 

29 

 

30 

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Candidate Signature                                                                                Date 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature                                                                                Date 

  

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

31 1 

Mandatory 

Clinic  

7:30-8:30 

small gym 

 

*Cheer* 

2 

Mandatory 

Clinic  

4:30-5:30 small 

gym 

 

*Cheer* 

3 

Mandatory 

Clinic  

7:30-8:30 small 

gym 

 

*Dance* 

4 

Mandatory 

Clinic  

4:30-5:30 

small gym 

 

*Dance* 

5 

Mock tryouts 

starting at 4:45 

April 6TH  

 

Cheer 

tryouts 

 

7:30 @ 

Garland 

High 

school 

7 

Tryout 

results will 

be revealed  

8 9 10 

 

 

 

11 

First team 

practice  

4-5:00 

 

Parent 

meeting 

5:15-6:00 

 

12 

Practice 7:30-

8:15 

 

First payment 

due $175 

13 
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Cheer Clinic Information 

What: for candidates interested in learning proper cheer technique and material! *not 

mandatory but highly encouraged* 

When:    March 5th - March 28th    

Where:   Gym  

Time:    4:30pm-5:30pm  

Attire:  Athletic shorts and shirts, and tennis shoes are acceptable. If you just bought 

shoes for tryouts, bring those so you can break them in. No half shirts or bra 

tops. No Nike Pros. No jewelry of any kind - including belly button rings, nose 

rings, etc. Hair should be up and secure. 

 

Tryout Clinic Information 

What: Candidates will be learning actual tryout material. Required.  

When:    April 1st- April 4th   

Where:   Gym  

Time:    4:00pm-5:13pm / 7:30-8:30 am each day! 

Attire:  Athletic shorts and shirts, and tennis shoes are acceptable. If you just bought shoes 

for tryouts, bring those so you can break them in. No half shirts or bra tops. No Nike 

Pros. No jewelry of any kind - including belly button rings, nose rings, etc. Hair 

should be up and secure. 

 

Mock Tryout Information 

What: We will be doing a run through of what tryouts will look like. Former OMS 

cheerleaders will be judging. This is just a practice tryout. Closed to parents.  

When:    April 5th  

Where:   Gym  

Time:    Warm-ups will begin at 4:45.  

Attire:  White polo, blue soffee shorts, hair in ponytail, no jewelry, white socks, no nail 

polish, and white shoes.  
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Tryout Information 

What: Tryouts will be closed to everyone except judges, sponsors/coaches, principals, 

and Fine Arts designees. There will be no students, parents, or existing 

cheerleaders who are not part of the audition in the tryout room/area, nor will 

they be involved in the collection or tabulation of scores. PARENTS will not be 

allowed in the building during any phase of the tryouts. 

When:    April 6th      

Where:   Garland High School  310 S Garland Ave, Garland, TX 75040 

Time:  Warm-ups will begin at 8:30. Please arrive by 8:15. Our tryouts will conclude 

around 10:30  

Attire:  White polo, blue soffee shorts, hair in ponytail, no jewelry, white socks, no nail 

polish, and white shoes.  

 

Scoring - Each of the judges will enter each candidate’s scores into a spreadsheet. At the conclusion 

of the tryouts, a technical assistant will download all of the judge’s individual score sheets into a 

master database.  

 

The score sheet will have a possible of 100 points and each candidate will be judged in following 

areas:  

- Spirit (10pts) 

- Jumps (30pts) 

- Cheer (20pts) 

- Tumbling  (10pts) 

- Dance (20pts) 

- Cheer Incorporation (10 pts) 

 

 

Results: Tryout results will be posted at each school in a designated area and online. A school designated area 

and an online address will be given to each candidate prior to leaving the tryout location. Requests for scores 

should be made through the school principal’s office. 
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EXAMPLE SCORING GUIDE 
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Garland Independent School District Fine Arts Handbook 

Cheerleading, Drill Team, Step, and World Dance Company 

Permission, Commitment, and Signature Page 

Student Name (Please Print) _____________________________________________________________ 

Legal Parent/Guardian (Please Print) ______________________________________________________ 

Check the Fine Arts Group you are auditioning for/joining: 

Cheer _________ Junior Varsity Drill Team _________ Varsity Drill Team _________ 

Step Team __________ World Dance Company _________ 

Please read each statement and initial. A candidate/member and a legal parent/guardian signature and 

date is required at the end of the statements. 

Candidate/Member: 

_______ I have received, read, and understand all of the information in this tryout packet and agree to abide by 

all rules and regulations regarding tryouts. 

_______ I understand that the judges’ decision is final. 

_______ I have received, read, and understand the Fine Arts Handbook and agree to abide by all rules and 

regulations of the Fine Arts Group. 

_______ I have received, read and understand the GISD District Code of Conduct and agree to abide by all 

rules and regulations. (Internet access https://garlandisd.net/programs-services/fine-arts/cheerleading) 

_______ I have received, read and understand the financial obligation involved with being a member. I also 

understand that I will not receive any items, but I must still attend any events/performances, if I have not 

fulfilled my financial contract. 

_______ I have received, read and understand that in addition to yearly tryouts, to remain on the team, there 

may be weekly tryouts conducted by the teacher (coach, director, and sponsor). 

_______ I have received, read and understand that I must pass all of my classes, with the exception of waived 

classes, to be eligible to perform. (Refer to TEA/UIL Regulations). 

_______ I have read and understand my behavior and conduct will be held to a higher standard on this team, 

both in and out of school. 

_______ I have read and understand that I am required to attend all mandatory practices, performances, 

contest(s), and events. An unexcused absence will receive consequences. 

_______ I understand that I may be required to ride to and from some events and performances on school 

transportation with my team. All members are to be picked up from the school after 

games/competitions/performances/events no later than 20 minutes after being dismissed by the teacher. 

_______ I understand and agree to abide by the Standard of Uniformity (hair, makeup, and nails) that was 

established by a committee of my peers. 

_______ I understand that GISD Fine Arts groups will take precedence over any outside non-district group. 

This includes rehearsals and performances. 

______ I understand that I will be responsible for returning all uniforms, poms, props etc. in good condition. 

Uniforms must be cleaned according to the instructions given by the director/coach. A cleaning receipt attached 

to the uniform may be required. 



16 
 

Legal Parent/Guardian: 

_______ I have received, read, and understand all of the information in this tryout packet and agree to abide by 

all rules and regulations regarding tryouts. 

_______ I understand the judges’ decision is final. 

_______ I have received, read, and understand the Fine Arts Handbook and agree to abide by all rules and 

regulations of the Fine Arts Group. 

_______ I have received, read and understand the GISD District Code of Conduct and agree to abide by all 

rules and regulations. (Internet access https://garlandisd.net/programs-services/fine-arts/cheerleading) 

_______ I have received, read and understand the financial obligation and payments involved with my student 

being a member. I also understand that my student will not receive any items, but must still attend any 

events/performances, if I have not fulfilled my financial contract. 

_______ I have received, read and understand that in addition to yearly tryouts, to remain on the team, there 

may be weekly tryouts conducted by the teacher (coach, director, and sponsor). 

_______ I have received, read and understand that my student must pass all classes, with the exception of 

waived classes, to be eligible to perform. (Refer to TEA/UIL Regulations). 

_______ I have read and understand that my student’s behavior and conduct will be held to a higher standard on 

this team, both in and out of school. 

_______ I have read and understand that my student is required to attend all mandatory practices, performances, 

contest(s), and events. 

_______ I understand that my student may be required to ride to and from some events and performances on 

school transportation with my team. All members are to be picked up from the school after 

games/competitions/performances/events no later than 20 minutes after being dismissed by the teacher. 

_______ I understand and agree to the Standard of Uniformity (hair, makeup, and nails) that was established by 

a committee within the Fine Arts Group. 

_______ I understand that GISD Fine Arts groups will take precedence over any outside non-district group. 

This includes rehearsals and performances. 

______ I understand that I will be responsible for returning all uniforms, poms, props etc. in good condition. 

Uniforms must be cleaned according to the instructions given by the director/coach. A cleaning receipt attached 

to the uniform may be required. 

 

Candidate/Member Printed Name      Legal Parent/Guardian Printed Name 

 ________________________________________  _______________________________________ 

Candidate/Member Signature       Legal Parent/Guardian Signature 

 ________________________________________  _______________________________________ 

Date            Date 

 ________________________________________  ______________________________________  
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Garland Independent School District Cheer Application 

Name________________________________________________ID#_____________ 

Grade Next Yr._____________________ Age__________  

Phone___________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________ 

City_______________________ Zip__________________________ 

Email____________________________________________________ 

School Enrolled for Next Yr.__________________________________ 

Participation in the GISD cheerleading program carries both a significant time and 

financial commitment. Each cheerleader is expected to meet all financial 

responsibilities identified by their specific campus. Dedication to, and the prioritization 

of, cheerleading is obligatory from all cheerleaders to meet the objectives of the 

program. Candidates selected to be a member of the squad are expected to maintain 

their commitment to the activity for the full cheerleading year. Prior to making 

commitments to be involved in other school activities, cheerleaders should carefully 

consider specific program requirements, as involvement in other activities may cause 

participation and time conflicts with cheerleading duties. Any cheerleader who 

voluntarily quits the squad before the end of the cheerleading year without the approval 

of the principal and sponsor will not be allowed to try out for the next year on any 

GISD campus. 

I understand the above and confirm that I have not voluntarily quit any cheerleading 

squad at any GISD campus. 

 

Student Signature___ 

________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian 

____________________________________________________________ 
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For parents/guardians: 

I understand that I/we will not be allowed in the building on the day of the tryouts. 

Parent/Guardian________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

The following items must be returned to the sponsor before clinics 

begin: 

______Application 

______Fine Arts Handbook Signature Pages 

The GISD Fine Arts Handbook will be available online. 

https://garlandisd.net/programs-services/fine-arts/cheerleading  

 

_____Preparticipation Form (physical) 

_____UIL Concussion Acknowledgement Form 

_____Media Release For 
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4 Teacher Recommendation Letters - due March 8th   
• You will need to have 4 different teachers write you a letter of recommendation.  

• It is your responsibility to turn the recommendation letters in. We will not accept any handed 

to us by a teacher.  

• It is important that your teachers see you as an example of OMS Cheerleading.  

• Use the next four pages for your recommendation letters.  

• These need to be turned in with your packet.  
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This candidate is wanting to tryout for the 2024-2025 O’Banion Bison Cheer team. Please fill this out honestly 

as we do take teacher recommendations seriously. We want good STUDENT athletes. If you would prefer to 

fill out the recommendation online, you can scan this QR code.  

CANDIDATE NAME:______________________________ 
 

1. Did this cheerleader pass Progress Report? 

a. Yes 

b. No 

2. If this cheerleader is tardy to class, how often? 

a. They are never tardy to class 

b. 1-3 

c. 4-8 

d. 9 or more 

3. How would you describe this Cheerleader behavior? 

 

 

4. Do you think Cheerleader is a good representation of O'Banion Middle School? 

a. Yes 

b. No 

c. Maybe 

5. In your opinion, what are some qualities this athlete has that makes them a good candidate? 

 

 

 

 

6. What are some things they can work on to improve on for the upcoming school year? 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Any other comments or concerns you would like to share! 

 

 

 

8. What period do you have this cheerleader? 

 

9. What subject do you teach the cheerleader? 
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